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Update Paper 

 

Purpose of report 

For information. 

 

Summary 

The report outlines issues of interest to the Board not covered under the other items on the 
agenda. 

 

Recommendation/s: 
 
That members of the Board note and comment on the update. 
 
Action/s: 
 
Officers to action any matters arising from the discussion as appropriate. 
 

 

 

 

Contact officer:  Mark Norris 

Position:   Principal Policy Adviser 

Phone no:   020 7664 3241 

Email:    mark.norris@local.gov.uk 
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Update Paper 

 

Spending Review Update 

1. On the 27 October 2021, the Government published its 2021 Combined Budget and 

Spending Review, which outlines the Government’s spending plans by setting budgets 

for each central government department. 

 

2. Our LGA On-the-Day briefing is available here which outlines our response to the 

various spending announcements and our LGA media statement is available here. The 

items are of particular relevance to the Safer and Stronger Communities Board.  

 

3. On criminal justice and preventing crime, the Chancellor announced the following 

(see on the day briefing for detailed references and response):  

 

3.1 The Government will provide an extra £540 million by 2024/25 to recruit the final 

8,000 police officers to meet the Government’s commitment of 20,000 additional 

officers by 2023, continuing to support the police in fighting crime in England and 

Wales. 

 

3.2 The Government will provide £42 million for new programmes that reduce crime and 

drugs misuse, on top of £108 million to continue existing programmes. This brings 

total investment to £150 million a year to continue and expand programmes that 

prevent crime and keep our communities safe, including continuing the Safer Streets 

Fund and more enforcement to tackle drug misuse, including through the County 

Lines programme and Project ADDER. 

 

3.3 Alongside introducing the Economic Crime (Anti-Money Laundering) Levy, the 

Government is delivering reforms in the Economic Crime Plan and on fraud by 

providing new investment of £18 million in 2022/23 and £12 million per year in 

2023/24 and 2024/25. 

 

3.4 The Government will also support the criminal justice system in England and Wales 

by funding an additional £785 million in 2024/25 to manage the increased number of 

offenders being brought to justice and reduce waiting times in the criminal courts.  

 

3.5 In addition, SR21 provides a further £200 million a year by 2024/25 to improve prison 

leavers’ access to accommodation, employment support and substance misuse 

treatment. 

 

3.6 The Government will bolster support for victims of crime by increasing annual funding 

for Ministry of Justice victim support services to over £185 million by 2024/25, an 

uplift of 85 per cent from 2019/20. This will increase the number of Independent 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/autumn-budget-and-spending-review-2021-documents
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/autumn-budget-and-spending-review-2021-day-briefing
https://local.gov.uk/about/news/councils-respond-2021-spending-review-and-autumn-budget
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Sexual and Domestic Violence Advisors to over 1,000 and fund other key services 

such as crisis helplines.  

 

3.7 The Government will provide an over £80 million cash increase in resource funding 

for the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS) by 2024/25. It ensures the CPS can 

continue to support the work of 20,000 additional police officers and go further to 

improve its response to rape and sexual assault cases in line with the ambitions set 

out in the government’s end-to-end Rape Review. It also delivers increased CPS 

investment in digital innovation and delivers annual increases to core funding for the 

SFO to fight fraud, bribery, and corruption. 

 

4. On counter-terrorism, the Chancellor announced that: 

 

4.1 The settlement will keep the public safer from terrorism, by continuing to support 

the delivery of the Counter-Terrorism Operations Centre. This will enhance the 

government’s ability to discover and prevent attacks. 

 

5. On Alcohol Duty Reform, the Chancellor announced that: 

 

5.1 Now that the UK is free to set its own law in this area, the Government is 

reforming alcohol duties to best suit national priorities. The alcohol duty regime 

will undergo a major simplification, overhauling an outdated system full of 

historical anomalies, making the regime fairer and more conducive to product 

innovation in response to evolving consumer tastes. 

 

6. On cyber security, the Chancellor announced that: 

 

6.1 SR21 also provides funding to strengthen local authority functions vital for the 

delivery of public services. 

 

6.2 £37.8 million of additional funding over the SR21 period to tackle cyber security 

challenges facing councils and invest in local authority cyber resilience, 

protecting vital services and data. Together with maintaining the funding that was 

announced at SR20, this will bring the total funding for cyber to £85.8 million over 

the SR21 period. 

 

6.3 SR21 provides a £114 million increase in the National Cyber Security Programme 

across the period, enabling the UK to keep adapting, innovating and investing to 

maintain and extend its competitive edge as a responsible, democratic cyber 

power. 

 

6.4 In total the Government is investing £2.6 billion in cyber and legacy IT over the 

SR21 period, with a particular emphasis on improving the government’s own 

cyber security. This is in addition to the funding agreed for the National Cyber 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
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Force. The government will shortly publish further details on the strategy for 

cyber. 

 

7. On building safety, the Chancellor announced that: 

 

7.1 As announced in February 2021, the Government will introduce a new tax from 

April 2022 on the profits that companies and corporate groups derive from UK 

residential property development, to ensure that the largest developers make a 

fair contribution to help pay for building safety remediation. The tax will be 

charged at 4 per cent on profits exceeding an annual allowance of £25 million. 

 

7.2 SR21 confirms £5 billion funding (£3 billion of which is over the SR period) for 

remediation of the highest risk buildings with unsafe cladding to ensure everyone 

can feel safe and secure in their home. 

 

8. On youth services, the Chancellor announced that: 

 

8.1 To reduce inequalities of participation in society and support the government’s 

ambition to level up the country, the settlement invests in world-class sports and 

youth facilities, including, over the SR21 period, £560 million for youth services in 

England, including funding the government’s commitment to a Youth Investment 

Fund which will deliver up to 300 youth facilities in areas most in need. 

Domestic Abuse Act and National Steering Group 

9. The Government has published statutory guidance on domestic abuse, relating to Part 4 

of the Domestic Abuse Act, for local authorities to deliver domestic abuse accommodation-

based support and services to victims. Alongside this, the Government has also published 

its consultation response and a set of regulations which outlines the process for publishing 

local domestic abuse strategies.  All local authority final strategies are expected to be 

published by or before 5 January 2022.  

 

10. The LGA has held a series of workshops to support councils in implementing the new duty 

and will continue to hold sessions into the New Year. Each of the workshops have been 

well-attended, with updates from the Department for Levelling Up, Communities and 

Housing (DLUCH).  

 

11. In October 2021, the Minister with responsibility for homelessness and domestic abuse 

and the Domestic Abuse Commissioner convened the first meeting of the National Expert 

Steering Group on Domestic Abuse. The purpose of the group is to monitor the progress 

of the new statutory duty (Part 4 of the Domestic Abuse Act) and to help improve the 

overall response to domestic abuse. The LGA has been invited to be a member of the 

Steering Group, and Cllr Lois Samuel, the Board’s Domestic Abuse Champion, attended 

the first introductory meeting. 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
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Case studies 

12. In partnership with Social Finance, the LGA launched our guide on ‘tackling domestic 

abuse – innovative approaches by councils and partner organisations’. The guidance 

includes a series of case studies from councils on how they tackled domestic abuse before 

and during the pandemic. The ambition for these case studies is to share and disseminate 

best practice from across local government nationally to support locally led solutions. 

Domestic abuse perpetrators 

13. Cllr Lois Samuel also attended the second meeting of the Strategic Reference Group on 

Domestic Abuse Perpetrators. The group has been convened by the Domestic Abuse 

Commissioner, Nicole Jacobs, to improve the response to tackling domestic abuse 

perpetrators and help inform the Government’s forthcoming Domestic Abuse Strategy.  

The meeting focused on quality assurance, pathways, commissioning, and equalities for 

perpetrator interventions. The full minutes of the meeting will be available on the Domestic 

Abuse Commissioner’s website in the coming weeks.  

 

14. Cllr Lois Samuel chaired an LGA webinar on tackling domestic abuse perpetrators, which 

approximately 280 delegates joined the session. The Domestic Abuse Commissioner 

spoke at the webinar, alongside domestic abuse organisations Safe Lives, Respect, the 

Domestic Abuse Housing Alliance, Standing Together and also local government 

speakers. The presentations for the webinar are available on our LGA events website 

here.  

Offensive Weapons Homicide Reviews – pilots 

15. Local authorities within London, West Midlands and Wales will pilot a new law being 

introduced in the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill that requires local government, 

police and public health bodies to review the circumstances of certain homicides where 

the victim was aged 18 or over, and the events surrounding their death were likely to have 

involved the use of an offensive weapon. The pilot locations were chosen to provide insight 

from places with differing levels of homicide and serious violence in both England and 

Wales. They are intended to run for 18 months.  

 

16. The duty to arrange and conduct offensive weapons homicide reviews will be enshrined in 

law through the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill, currently in its passage through 

Parliament. 

 

17. Homicide reviews already take place in a number of circumstances - including when a 

child dies, a vulnerable adult dies, or when the death occurs in a domestic setting. If a 

death would be subject to another review, the Government have confirmed there will not 

be a need to conduct a separate offensive weapons homicide review, so as to avoid 

duplication. 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
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Police and Crime Commissioner (Part 2) Review 

18. Cllr Caliskan and Cllr Mohan Iyengar both gave evidence to the Home Office’s Police 

and Crime Commissioner (PCC) Part 2 Review. LGA officers also submitted a formal 

response on behalf of local government.    

 

19. The purpose of the two-part review is to consider how the role of police and crime 

commissioners (PCCs), can be sharpened and expanded. The review applies to all 

PCCs, including police and fire commissioners (PFCCs) and mayors exercising PCC 

functions. Part 2 will focus on ensuring PCCs have the tools and levers they need to 

better equip them to fight crime and on scrutiny of the PCC model. 

 

20. Linked to the Review the Home Office has also consulted on whether PCCs should be 

provided with greater powers of competence, including the option of providing them with 

a general power of competence similar to that provided to councils. A response from the 

LGA to the consultation was submitted by officers after consulting with member 

authorities. A copy of the response to the consultation is attached at Appendix A.  

 

Pavement licensing 

 

21. Following the Government’s announcement of its intention to consider whether and how 

to build on the temporary pavement licence provisions introduced by the Business and 

Planning Act 2020 on a more permanent basis, officers sought views from councils on 

what they would like to see in a permanent regime.  

 

22. The LGA submitted a position paper to DLUHC outlining councils’ reflections and 

ambitions for a future streamlined pavement licensing process that works well for local 

businesses, residents and councils as place shapers and regulators. 

 

Taxi licensing  

 

23. On 3rd November the LGA is hosting a taxi and private hire vehicle licensing webinar. 

The webinar provided an overview of the Department for Transport’s statutory standards 

and shared examples of best practice in implementing the standards. The Taxis Minister, 

Baroness Vere, spoke at the webinar and gave an overview of the Government’s 

ambitions for taxi and PHV licensing. Over 500 delegates registered for the webinar.  

 

24. The Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle (Safeguarding and Road Safety) Bill, which aims to 

makes use of the LGA developed National Register of [taxi licence] Refusals and 

Revocations (NR3) is due to have its Committee Stage on 3rd November. Officers will 

continue to monitor this Bill’s progress through Parliament closely.  
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Water safety 

 

25. The LGA responded to the Department for Transport’s consultation on strengthening 

enforcement of the dangerous use of recreational and personal watercraft. Our 

submission highlighted some of the complexities of beach ownership, said that if a new 

duty is placed on councils it must be fully funded, and highlighted the need for better 

education around water safety. The Local Government Association’s Coastal Special 

Interest Group also responded to the consultation in detail. 

 

National Consortium for Societal Resilience launch 

 

26. Last months, officers presented a council view at the launch of the national consortium 

for societal resilience. The consortium is bringing together councils and other partners to 

consider how to achieve a whole of society approach to resilience. 

 

Honour-Based Violence 

 

27. It has been reported that the number of “honour-based” abuse (HBA) offences recorded 

by English police forces has increased over the past five years. According to data from 

the 28 out of 39 constabularies that responded to freedom of information (FoI) requests, 

the number of HBA cases – including offences such as rape, death threats and assault – 

rose from 884 in 2016 to 1,599 last year, a rise of 81 per cent. While some of the 

increase in HBA offences could be attributed to more victims coming forward and 

improved identification of offences by police, it is concerning the number of HBA 

offences continues to rise. 
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